Septezmber 3,1966

Dear Sam,

I trust that a&l is well with you up there in Boston,
working for the Cause. I believe everyone should have some sort of
Cause, even if I don't believe in it and many others do note.

My cause is p® Poetry, and 1 still wish it were yours as 1t
used to be in college, along with you present political interests.
You we 'e one of the best poets I knew in those days,and onz of the few
poets fnhose im®x lines I can remember from time to time - a llne here,

and a line there, liked"Vou laughed and I remembered it for weekse"

I think that is a sign of talent. There are about twenty millionx poets
wirxt writing and giving readings in N,Ye now - or so 1t seéms. And they
all seem to be glving readingsgat the Folklore Center. But not one line
can I remember from any Q%h3@~tﬁeir collected drivel.

I have been giving a few readings and perhaps my star 1s
rising at lang long las . This latest 1s :the £2X first I or perhaps
anyone else has glven uptown, iIn the fashionable East Side belt - and
we hope to attract a glittering crowd - cor at least hafl-way soe

I have also written a new play lately called "Gro w With
Mel" , in collaboration with foward Yreenberger. Remember - he was
the fellow who sgw me off on the boat to Italy years ago . You and hs
were the only onas, and 1 count you both as among my closest friends.

Howardxs wrote the story from which I & adapted thepkXax play
and he is curpently revigins it with me. A big Brzwmixy Broadway agent
named iicahel Hartig read it in rought dmaft amd he thinfs it is touche
with genius. Wow'., He and fioward are going to glve it to people 1like
Ton y Richardson and alan Schneider after it is re=typed.

In the past year I've had plgys dne at the La Mama Cafe and
the Uhelsea Theatre Center - but these are xR what people now call

off-of f-Brswad Broadway and n ot the absolute _1g time.

Perhaps you are right and humor is:ny forte. My plays are
essentially » tragic, but the laughs are always there. And in my poetry
recadings I sometimes conwulse the audience.

I would 1ike to right much more but I can only £iXX fit one
page into this invitation envelope. #ore in another leteer.

Try to maks it to the reading and perhaps we can all get
togehter for coffee afterwards - the ©1d and Aging Bunch,




